STANDARDS OF CONDUCT AND BEHAVIOR OF OBSERVERS

Definitions
Conflict of interest - Participation in activities or relationships with other persons, resulting in the impairment or possible impairment of a person's objectivity in performing the contract work.

Direct financial interest - Any source of income to, or capital investment or other interest held by, an individual, partnership, or corporation or an individual's spouse, immediate family member or parent that could be influenced by performance or non-performance of duties under the contract.

Conduct

1. An individual is only considered an ICCAT certified observer when engaged by a Contractor that holds a contract with ICCAT to provide observer services and is acting within the scope of his/her contract.

2. Observers may not participate in any activity which would:

a) Cause a reasonable person to question the impartiality or objectivity with which the Observer Program is administered;

b) Significantly impair the observer’s ability to perform his/her duties.

c) Adversely affect the efficient accomplishment of the Programme's mission

3. Observers shall treat as confidential all information with respect to the fishing, transfer and harvesting operations of the purse seiners and of the farms and accept this requirement in writing as a condition of appointment as an observer.

4. Observers may not have direct financial interest in the observed fishery, other than the provision of observer services including, but not limited to, vessels, farms or shore-side facilities involved in the catching or processing of the products of the fishery, farms companies selling supplies or services to those vessels, farms or shore-side facilities, or companies purchasing raw or processed products from these vessels or shore-side facilities. The interests of a spouse or minor child are considered those of the observer.

5. Observers may not solicit or accept, directly or indirectly, any gratuity, gift, favour, entertainment, loan or anything of monetary value from anyone who conducts activities that are regulated by ICCAT, or who has interests that may be substantially affected by the performance or non-performance of the observers' official duties.

6. Observers may not serve as observers on any vessel, farm or at any shore-side facility owned or operated by a person who previously employed the observer in any capacity.

7. Observers may not solicit or accept employment as a crew member or an employee of the vessel, farm or shore-side processor in any fishery while employed as an observer.

8. A person may not serve as an observer in a fishery during the 3 consecutive months following the last day of his/her employment as a paid crew member or employee in that fishery.

9.. Observers may not engage in an activity that may give rise to the appearance of a conflict of interest that may cause another individual to question the observer's impartiality, fairness or judgment.

10. Observers must avoid any behaviour that could adversely affect the confidence of the public in the integrity of the ICCAT Observer Programme or of the ICCAT, including, but not limited to the following:

a) Observers must diligently perform their duties.

b) Observers must accurately record their sampling data, write complete reports. If the observer chooses to report any suspected violations of regulations relevant to conservation of marine resources or their environment that they observe, it must be done honestly.

c) Observers must not disclose collected data and observations made on board the vessel, farm or in the processing facility to any person except the owner or operator of the observed vessel or processing facility, or an authorised officer/manager or ICCAT.

d) Observers must refrain from engaging in any illegal actions or any activities that would reflect negatively on their image, on other observers, or the Observer Programme, as a whole. This includes, but is not limited to:

I)  Engaging in drinking of alcoholic beverages while on duty

II) Engaging in the use or distribution of illegal substances

III) Becoming physically or emotionally involved with vessel or farming facility personnel

I have read the Standards of Behaviour, and agree to abide by all Standards. 

Dated:

Signature:



